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What's Inside? We are dehghted to share the |atest updates from the Pecﬂmc
S Estuary Partnership (PEP), where we work to protect and restore
Rf;];casﬂm our current projects! the ecological health of the Peconic Estuary. This issue showcases

_ the work of our passionate team, provides insights into our key
Ly g&luf?}?‘}';f;;f;t“ke our initiatives, and highlights opportunities to get involved. We aim to
septic improvement program and keep you informed and engaged with our progress, as we continue
how you can attend our next CAC . .
meeting! to strive towards our goals. Thank you for being a part of our
community and supporting our mission as we work together to

Meet taff! i ivi
eet our sta ensure a vibrant and thriving estuary.

Meet PEPs staff members!

Get Involved!

Find out how you can get involved!
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https://www.peconicestuary.org/
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Project Upd
Wetland Restoration

Indian Island SR
|Wetland Restoration |

This project involvas the
restoration of a funclional
tidal welland located within
the Indian Island County
Park that adjoins Terry
Craak and Flanders Bay.

Meetinghouse Creek
‘'Wetland Restoration

Management af
stormwaler, climate
change, and watar quality
in the Meetinghouse Cresk
watershed by treatment of
runaff using green
infrastructure,

Stormwater Remediation

| Goose Creek Discharge
Elimination

This project seaks to eliminate
direct stormwater discharge in
Goose Creek by updating our
stormwater management practices
and outdated infrastructure, while
continuously monitoring the water
quality.
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Sag Harbor Stormwater
Control Project

This projact will provide
stormwater remediation
and filtration of pollutants in
Sag Harbor Cove and
Havens Beach wilth three
green infrastruciure
installations,
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Broad Cove Preserve

A 100-acre walarfront
parcel of land owned by
The Peconic Land Trust, i
being turned into a nature
preserve to benefit the
anvircnment and tha
paople living in ha nearby
communilies.

C.H.A.N.G.E.5
With SBL SoMAS, the
Petersan Lab, and the

Gobler Lab, Addrass

coasial resilience, sea leval
risa, axcess nuinants
leading e harmiul algal
blooms, and koss of habitat
utilizing kelp, oysters, and
Seagrasses

Water Quality

Microplastics
In The Peconics

SoMAS researchers
Gordon Taylar & Luis
Medina are taking water
samples throughout the
Peconic to study and frace
the: origin of nanoparticles
of microplastics.

Community
Preservation
Fund (CPF)

PEF attended the 25th
anniversary CPF in
Southampton. The CPF has
generated over $2 billion for
the East End of Long Island,
supporting habitais, nutriant
pollution, and water quality,



https://www.peconicestuary.org/projects/
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, Get Involved
Septic Improvement Monofilament Fiching Line Citizens Advisory

m Collection Receptacles Committee
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nitrogen removal septic systems.

:For more information; - -« -« ----n -
visit the Reclaim Our Water website.

: plant workshops, lecturas and more! :
PEP has installed monofilament fishing = -« oo '
line receptacles at various location
around the estuary to provide a place
for fishermen to discard their excess
. fishing line and help combat marine  :
. plastic debris. Check out our website for :
: specific locations. :

§w R R BE R o ow e e & & & % 5 6§ 5 B B B N R 0 B RS EEE BB E RN R EEEEEN
;" Niirogan polition from cesspodls o ® " ThePEP Cilizens Advisory Commitiee
L LG sy - : ﬁ 03 ~ "' (CAC) consists of members of the public
: Identified as the largest single cause : a@ : that have interest in preserving and

. of degraded water quality contributing - o @ P 9

. - . . v @ : rotecting the Peconic Estuary

- to beach closures, restrictionson - o 00 P '

- shellfishing, toxic algae blooms, and @0 i |

. massive fish kills. Grants are - @@ - PEP holds regularly scheduled events for
. available through Suffolk County and o P . the public to participate in! Join our mailing
E MNew York State to assist in the E list to learn about ﬁppﬂﬂunitie&i for nature
: purchase and installation of a s e e hikes, horseshoe crab monitoring, native

- We extend our gratitude to all the incredible
volunteers who dedicated their time and
effort to our programs this year. Your
invaluable contributions to horseshoe crab
monitoring, river herring surveys, eelgrass
restoration, invasive species removal, and
more, have been instrumental to our work.

Thank you to everyone who participated in
meelings, or joined any of our events and
programs. Your commitment and passion
are the driving forces behind our success.
- Thank you for being an essential part of our °
community and for making a significant
impact on the Peconic Estuary.


https://reclaimourwater.info/Septic-Improvement-Program
https://reclaimourwater.info/Septic-Improvement-Program
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=4iez76mab&p=oi&m=1113399791903&sit=spxj9p9hb&f=7918f4d6-49fb-4773-a639-0d1e51c1feb4

Joyce Novak PhD

Joyes has served as the Execulive Drector of
the: Peconic Mational Estuary Program since
2018 working closely with federal, state, and

local pariners bo creale and carry oul slrategies

for clean water and haalthy habitats in the
Peconic Estusry watershed. Planning for the
Tuture af he Peconics involves an
undarstanding of the communities that resida in
the watarshed, the natural syatems that
surround ws, and how these will gvolve a5 our
changing climate creatas rapidly altering
processes and condilions,

Jade Blennau

Jade's role with FEP inwolvas supparting any
and all projects and programs we lake on!,
Javdiz works to craate and support local
partnerships, secure funding for fubure projects,
manage and develop new projecl conlracts as
wall as assist in field assessment for future
climate resilisncy initistives. You can find har
and ber amateur birding skils in her Gavorile
Peconic habitat. our coastal salt marshes!

Jill Moretto

Jill 15 our Grants Coordinalor, bringing over a
decade of public service experience. &n avid
outdoors enthusiast, she loves being outside
and Iraquently spends lime on Noyack Bay.
She s passionate about improving
environmental conditions and s excited to have
hier professional role align mone closely with her
personal intaresis. She is thallad to join 8
program whose misslon resonates desply with
her passions and looks fareard 1o making a
maaningful impact.
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Meet Our Staff!

Valerie Virgona

Wialerie Virgona has worked with e Peconic
Estuary Partnarship since November 2021, As
FEF's Outreach and Communications
Manager, she works 1o educale and engage he
pubdic and local govamment representativas.
The goal of this culreach |s to expand
knerwliedie and appreciation, and creats
beneficial change within the Peconic Estuary
and watarshed, Always feal free to contact har
fo increase your general awarenass or
participate in PEP's rewarding citizen science
apporunities!

Rachel Friedman

Rachel Friedman sanes as the Outreach
Asgistant for the Peconic Estuary Pafnarship
(PEP). She has a deep passion for raising
ewareness and educating the community on
crilical environmental issues. She hokds a
Bachalor's of Scence in Ervironmental
Sustalnabillity and has dedicated the past 11
wirdars o emvironmental and animal activigm.
Rachal is eager to support PEP's projects and
engage the public in meaningful ervdronmental
initialivies within the Proonic Esluary

Marissa
Velasquez-Rosante

Marnisza is our Matural Resowrce Program
Manager. She heas spent majority of her career
wrking on a wide varely of maring restoration

projacts in tha Peconic Bays. She hopas to
utilize her previous hands-on experience to aid
in the developmant of current and future
projects that continue to protect and presenie
the Peconic Estuary and ils walershed.



https://www.peconicestuary.org/about-pep/staff-and-contacts/

